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Part I: Preparing Your Property for Sale
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We anee worked with & cliant wha had & throw rug in the upstairs hallway
‘that was covering up vomit stalns_ The stains had been there for & couple of
years, even though the client had cleaned several imes. Other than the stain,
the carpet didn't smell and looked to be In pretty goad shape. Before suggest-
Ing they replace the carpet, we encouraged the sellers to hire a professional
carpet cleaner and try, one last time, to get out the stain. When we came back
0 shawcase the house, the 5taln was gone and the carpet looked new. The
sellers were shocked and admitted that they had trled cleaning the carpet
using thet own household carpet cleaner on the stain.

If the carpet Is In good shape and doesn't smell, have It professionally clezned
haiare deeiding whether you need to replace it

‘When you want a cost-efiective replacement aption, carpeting is the flooring
solution of ehoice. If the carpet is worn, sun-faded, or bezra the marks of
pets’ training accidents, rather than giving a $5,000 carpering allowance or
reducing the price, replace the carpet and pad for less; making the change
ahead of time keeps you In contral of the budget

1f you need to replace the carpet In several rooms, use the same carpeting

throughout the house. And carpeting 18 always less expensive than vinyl, e,
laminate, or hardwood

IR
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Chapter 3: Finding the Fixes You Can'tly

Regardless of your décor, replace the flooring with a neutral color that v
with the fixed elements in the room, such s the hardwaod or tile flooric
the cabinetry, and the fireplace. =
Sttty When pulling up the carpet, you may discover hardwood underneath. 1i
you may have hit the jackpot — hardwood 18 a very desirable selling fea
Because updated flooring is one of the top selling features huyers look i
strongly consider refinishing the hardwood i it needs it. But leave refini
10 the pros. They will sand the wood praperly without denting the hase-
boards and then apply a coat or bwo of satin urethane to protect and brl
out the beauty of the wood.

Sell the storage space

Sellers are looking for more storege space. so give ‘em what they want &
maximizing what you have Pack away and store out-oi-season clothes, ¢
out what you don't nead from under the sinks, and pick up everything fr
the floor. When It looks llke you have extra storage space you're not usl
the subtle message to buyers is that your house has plenty af room for 1
stuif, too.

Clean and repair the windows

‘We're constantly surprised by how many sellars forget about the windor
Buyers are looklng for a light and bright environment. Sparkling clean w
dows tell buyers that the house Is well cared for. Clean windows also let
much more light Into the rooms. Whether you're washing the windows )
self or hiring someane to do It for you, cheek thet all the windows are 1y
warking order. If not, add another task to your list.

Light the way

Lighting (or lack of if) and light fixtures can date a house. If you have ti
budget and want to update the light flxtures, do your research on the cu
stylas by chacking out the decorating magazines and what you see in he
Improvament stores. When setting up the lighting In & room, here are so
other conslderatlons that give rooms a welcoming amblance:
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[ every ssller should know St
[ of sellersare willing to fnvest -
% home seller con-sider an inves
[ interior sslling featres are frv
[ the seller” scontol  Elemes
[ the seller — everything the bu
their sellers and promoted on | =
i for sellers The number ons be—
[ any seller is mascimizing the &0
[ honse sells faster and for more
% beenstaged, Sellers experies

{7 house sells. Rafher than waitin
E honse slls fast, yon have few

[ fvosites: A seller who has b
[ buyers and. sellers more frequ
[ and sellers that this agent marl
[ " ssllers masdimize thedr sav-i
[ to sell, the more equity you’

ﬁ about selling its value, 20 Pa
7] houss sell quickly  Staging |
(5 the home-salling proess is sci
[ to sell, youneed to do the sar
5} the selling price of the proper!

{7} average selling price for youx

[ to sell your house for you. Ite
[ ahome-selling essen-tial. (Fon
[ great selling point. 27 Chapt
5 spen. Tosell your house, you
(5 homs ssllsris 57 years old, b
[ asking sellers and. agents who
[ * re selling a |,200-square-fo
5 and home-selling shows o HC

{5} ThatSell, Divins Design with
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[ the seller meanr he s wrmsan in '
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[T} Making stagin the carpet didn't smell &nd looked to be in pretty good shape. Before suggest-
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Regardless of your décor, replace the flooring with a neutral color that works
with the fixed elements in the room, such as the hardwaood or tile flooring,
‘the cabinetry, and the fireplace.

When pulling up the carpet, you may discover hardwood underneath. If so,
you may have hit the jackpot — hardwood is a very desirable selling feature.
Because updated flooring is one of the top selling features buyers look for,
strangly consider refinishing the hardwood if it needs it. But leave refinishing
o the pros. They will sand the woad properly without denting the base-
baards and then apply a coat ar two of satin urethane to protect and bring
aut the beauty of the wood.

Sell the storage space

Sellers are looking for more storage spece, o give ‘am what they want by
maximizing what you have. Pack away and stora out-ol-sezson clothes, clzan
‘out what you don't need from under the sinks, and pick up everything from.
the floor. When it looks like you have extra storage space you're not using,
the subtle message to huyers is that your house has plenty of roam for their
stuff, too.

Clean and repair the windoufs;‘

We're constantly surprised by how many sellers forg hewindows.,
Buyers are looking for a light and bright envimnmgnmg;l!g%%
dows tell buyers that the house is well cared for. Clean windows also let in
much mare light into the rooms. Whether you're washing the windaws your-
hat all the windows are in good
ur list,

. : When you want & cast-effective replacement aption, carpeting is
[T Part 1v: Addressing § solution of choice. I the carpet is worn, sun-aded, or bears the r

If you riesd to replace the carpet in several rooms, use the same PRI
throughout the house. And carpeting is always less expensive th
laminate, or hardwoaod. [Ehi:Ava)

FIRARE

TR (0)
737
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i Your Praparty for Sale

remarkable thing about the interior of the houze in Figure 2-1 was that
talber had an incredible collection of modern art — very large and color-
eces, some of which were a little oll-putting. The seller thought that il he
16 art up, buyers would see what a quality house it was becase of his
dlilsle: art collection. Whit really happened was it buyers couldn’t get
wl the art and never saw the golf course view from the living room, the
dible wondwork, or the

ng solution: Jan and Ch I:‘J _\D :E—x;j;“ EIIJ Trom the living reem

ither stored it or moved it to other rooms, They then regositioned the
ure bo draw buyers to e windows so they could see the gorgeous view
ke goll course and notice the incredible millwork and cathedral ceilings.
ik out the results in Figure 2.2.) Adrer being on the market for almost a
the house sold in 30 days after showeasing!

yours “the dark one"’?

flght color and lighting warm your heart and welcome you home. Dated
and dreary lighting chase buyers away.
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