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Pluto's title as the outermost planet could be in jeopardy, with the discovery of a large
object orbiting the Sun far further out than any other.

The object, dubbed Sedna, lies about 10 billion miles from the Sun, nearly twice as far
as Pluto. Its estimated 2000-kilometre diameter is about 90 per cent the size of Pluto's,
making Sedna the largest Solar System object discovered since Pluto itself in 1930.

Sedna lies in the Kuiper Belt, a band of ice and rock left over from the birth of the
Solar System that stretches outwards from Neptune. On a practical level, large Kuiper
Belt Objects are bright enough to permit meaningful physical studies that will shed
light on the origin of these icy relics.
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Sedna's size is so great that it holds special scientific promise: It might be large
enough to retain a tenuous atmosphere, as does Pluto, at least at certain parts of its
orbit,
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