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This chapter draws on contemporary political theorists’ critiques of democratic political discourse in order to
explore the implications of adopting the phrase ‘democratic turn’ to characterize recent approaches within
classical reception studies. The first part draws upon work by John Dunn and Jeremy Waldron to explore the
heterogeneity of meanings the terms ‘democracy’, ‘democrat’, and ‘democratic’ have accumulated, the dangers
of implicit valorization they offer, and the possibility that its adoption may close off, rather than open up,

of critical di ion. The second develops doubts about the form of historical narrative suggested by
the idea of a ‘turn’. The final part invokes Edward Said’s late work on ‘Humanism and Knowledge’ to argue that

a democratization of classics would need to encompass a commitment on the part of classicists to bring their
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