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What is a Thesis/Dissertation?

▰ A long piece of writing on a particular subject 

that is done to earn a degree at a university

Source: freepik



Example
Graduate Institute of xxxx

College of Management

National Taiwan University

Master Thesis

An Exploratory Study on xxxx

Steven Wang

Advisor: Mary Lee, Ph.D.

June, 2018 

Graduate Institute 

& University

Title

Advisor

Author

Publication Date



Literature Review

Reference



Why do we use dissertations & theses?

▰ Provide a comprehensive literature review on the topic, and an 

extensive bibliography for the topic

▰ Reveal emerging trends and emerging voices in a field of study

▰ Find references for writing your own paper

▰ Understand the research field and interest of a department or a 

graduate school 

▰ Find the research topics that professors had advised



Thesis vs. Dissertation: Similarities

▰ Each is considered a final project and required to graduate.

▰ Both papers are given deadlines.

▰ Both are used to defend an argument.

▰ Written skills and analytical skills are required to complete both.

▰ Neither can be plagiarized!

▰ Work with a committee comprised of faculty members, advisors and 

similar professionals who guide the student’s research and writing.



▰ a thesis is for master’s student

▰ a dissertation is for PhD student

▰ a thesis chooses a stance on an existing idea and defends it with analysis

▰ a dissertation requires new research

▰ a dissertation requires a hypothesis that is then proven

▰ a dissertation has a longer oral presentation component

Thesis vs. Dissertation: Differences



The Differences in Context: Location Matters

▰ The United States

▻ In the US, a thesis is performed by master’s students, 

and a dissertation is written by PhD candidates.

▰ Europe

▻ In Europe, the distinction between a thesis and dissertation becomes a little 

more cloudy. PhD programs may require a doctoral thesis to graduate. Then, 

as a part of a broader post-graduate research project, students may complete a 

dissertation.



Where are the theses 

and dissertations?
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Libraries in Taiwan

▰ The repository institutions of theses and dissertation in Taiwan:

1. National Central Library  (國家圖書館)

2. The library of the university to which 

the author of the papers belong



Taiwan

China

Australia

Japan

UK

Europe

USA

Canada

Worldwide

*NTU TDR

*NDLTD in Taiwan

*Airiti Library

*PQDT

*DDC

*Darts-Europe

*EThOS

*CNKI
*IRDB

*Trove
*NDLTD

*OATD

Databases of Theses and Dissertations



Free Access

• NTU TDR

• NDLTD in Taiwan

• DART-Europe

• EThOS

• Trove

• IRDB

• NDLTD

• OATD

NTU campus 
or VPN

• Airiti Library

• PQDT

• DDC

• CNKI



National Taiwan University
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NTU Theses and Dissertations 

Repository  (TDR)

▰ TDR collects information and full texts of theses and dissertations 

since 1964 (according to the authorization of authors). 

▰ Officially online available since July 2021. 

https://tdr.lib.ntu.edu.tw/

https://tdr.lib.ntu.edu.tw/


NTU Library Website



NTU TDR
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Access to the full texts

▰ For articles authorized without compensation, 

full texts could be downloaded directly in TDR.



With Fulltext / Without Fulltext

▰ With Fulltext in TDR: download directly

▰ Without Fulltext in TDR

▻ With Compensation  use database ”Airiti Library”

▻ Unauthorized  come to NTU Library and use the printed form.



“ How to request the 

thesis or dissertation 

in printed form?



綜合教學館1樓
自動化書庫服務中心

Most theses & dissertations are 

located in ASRS service center.



NTU Library Website

A study on acquisition of lexical knowledge

https://www.lib.ntu.edu.tw/

https://www.lib.ntu.edu.tw/






The Automated Storage and Retrieval System

Service Time

ASRS Center opening hours
Mon-Fri 

9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Submit the request 

at the service counter

Mon-Fri 

9:00 am – 4:40 pm



Taiwan
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NDLTD in Taiwan

Airiti Library



NDLTD in Taiwan

▰ National Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations in Taiwan

▻ Free online system built by “National Central Library”

▻ Bibliography of theses and dissertation collected since 1956

▻ Partial theses or dissertations can be download full text for free

https://ndltd.ncl.edu.tw

https://ndltd.ncl.edu.tw/


Solar Battery



Full text download available 

(free)

Export

Narrow down the results



Register for account by your 

email for free, 

then start to download full text!



NDLTD in Taiwan
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Airiti Library

▰ Theses and dissertations collected from 68 universities since 2003

▰ Users can download full text on NTU campus or via VPN

▰ Airiti Library also collects journal articles and conference papers in 

Taiwan

http://www.airitilibrary.com

http://www.airitilibrary.com/


Airiti Library

Browse
Databases
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General databases 
often used

Click “>” to 
show more





1

3
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Full-text license
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Access to full-text

Date of opening full-text access delayed: 
get printed paper in NCL or corresponding university library  

1



Access to full-text

Authors who do not authorize access to full-text: 
get printed paper in NCL or corresponding university library

2



Access to full-text

Authorized by authors: download full-text directly 3



Comparison Table

Database Coverage Date Range Access

NTU TDR NTU Since 1963 Free

NDLTD in Taiwan
All universities &

colleges in Taiwan
Since 1956 Free

Airiti Library Over 60 universities &

colleges in Taiwan
Since 2003

NTU campus or 

VPN



“ How to use off-campus 

internet connection 

services (VPN)?



Off 

campus

NTU

Network

NTU IP address
140.112.*.*

Off-campus internet connection services

VPN (Virtual Private Network)



Questions about VPN settings or NTU account. 

→ NTU Computer and Information Networking Center “計中”

(02)3366-5022 (or 5023)

cchelp@ntu.edu.tw





“ Why a certain 

thesis/dissertation  
could not be found?



Open to the public?

▰ Printed version 

▻ Author could apply to delay the public access of a 

thesis/dissertation  (5 years at maximum); 

▻ Bibliographic record could also be kept from public 

during the period of postponement.

▰ Electronic version

▻ Author could deny to authorize of the full text.



https://www.lib.ntu.edu.tw/en/node/1789

Delaying Public Access of a Thesis/Dissertation

https://www.lib.ntu.edu.tw/en/node/1789


USA and Canada
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PQDT

DDC



▰ PQDT provides indexes and abstracts of masters’ and doctoral 

dissertations in the U.S. and Canada. Besides, there are some theses 

and dissertation from South America, Europe, Africa and Asia.

▰ Theses and dissertations published after 1997 allow free browsing for 

the first 24 pages.

▰ If PQDT doesn’t provide the full-text PDF of the thesis or dissertation 

you need, you can try the relevant database: Digital Dissertation 

Consortium (DDC).

https://www.proquest.com/pqdt/
PQDT  (ProQuest Dissertations & Theses)

https://www.proquest.com/pqdt/


PQDT  (ProQuest Dissertations & Theses)
https://www.proquest.com/pqdt/

“corporate social responsibility”

https://www.proquest.com/pqdt/


PQDT



Preview - PDF

Narrow down

Full text - PDF



PQDT

Access to DDC database to 

get the full-text



DDC  (Digital Dissertation Consortium)



Europe
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DART-Europe



DART-Europe E-theses Portal

▰ DART-Europe was founded in 2005 as a partnership of national and 

university libraries and consortia to improve global access to 

European research theses. It has free access to theses from  

575 Universities in 29 European countries.

https://www.dart-europe.org/basic-search.php

https://www.dart-europe.org/basic-search.php


“cyber security”





Link



United Kingdom
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EThOS



EThOS
(Electronic Theses Online Service)

▰ The British Library provides people with open access to e-theses kept 

by the institutions of the Great Britain.

▰ EThOS doesn’t have masters theses, and it only have doctoral theses.

https://ethos.bl.uk/Home.do

https://ethos.bl.uk/Home.do


▰ Registration for a personal account is required before downloading items



Harry Potter



Search Results

Availability 

of Full Text



Login





Full-text is Unavailable

Link to the university’s website to check the full-text



Australia
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Trove

▰ The National Library of Australia has its library index and the 

Trove platform for users to search for theses, journals, books, 

newspapers, pictures and so on.

https://trove.nla.gov.au/

https://trove.nla.gov.au/


Advanced Search → Research & Reports



Covid-19



Search Results

Free access





Link to the university’s website 

to download the full-text



China
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CNKI



CNKI

▰ China National Knowledge Infrastructure, abbreviated as 

CNKI, includes two databases that collects theses and 

dissertations from China.

▰ CNKI collects doctoral dissertations from over 518 schools 

and masters theses from over 790 schools since 1984.

http://cnki.sris.com.tw/

http://cnki.sris.com.tw/




Japan
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IRDB

▰ IRDB is an integration platform for Japanese academic institutions' 

collection databases. Its full name is "Institutional Repositories 

DataBase".

▰ It was established by Japan's National Institute of Information Science 

(NII). IRDB was officially launched in April 2019, replacing the old 

JAIRO platform.

https://irdb.nii.ac.jp/

https://irdb.nii.ac.jp/


Advanced Search → Resource Type

Taiwan





Worldwide
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▰ The Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD) 

is an international organization dedicated to promoting the adoption, 

creation, use, dissemination, and preservation of electronic theses 

and dissertations 

▰ NDLTD collects the bibliographic information of theses and 

dissertations (some with full-text) from over 100 universities and 

institutes. 

http://search.ndltd.org/
NDLTD

http://search.ndltd.org/


NDLTD: Global ETD Search
http://search.ndltd.org/

http://search.ndltd.org/


Narrow down



Source of full-text 



▰ OATD aims to be the best possible resource for finding open access 

graduate theses and dissertations published around the world. 

▰ Indexes over 4 million electronic theses and dissertations freely 

available from over 1100 colleges, universities, and research 

institutions. 

▰ Coverage: 1990s to the present

https://oatd.org/

OATD 
(Open Access Theses and Dissertations)

https://oatd.org/




OATD



Source of full-text 
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Worldwide

*NTU TDR

*NDLTD in Taiwan

*Airiti Library

*PQDT

*DDC

*Darts-Europe

*EThOS

*CNKI
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Databases of Theses and Dissertations



Free Access

• NTU TDR

• NDLTD in Taiwan

• DART-Europe

• EThOS

• Trove

• IRDB

• NDLTD

• OATD

NTU campus 
or VPN

• Airiti Library

• PQDT

• DDC

• CNKI



Interlibrary Loan Service
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Interlibrary Loan Service

▰ If users cannot get their needed dissertation or thesis through the 

databases, NTU faculty and students can seek for the “Interlibrary 

Loan Services”:

▻ NDDS (Nationwide Document Delivery Service)

▻ https://www.lib.ntu.edu.tw/en/node/826

https://www.lib.ntu.edu.tw/en/node/826


https://www.lib.ntu.edu.tw/en

https://www.lib.ntu.edu.tw/en
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