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Keywords search is easy but often less 
robust than you think



What is a citation?

• A citation is a reference to other published 
materials

• A citation index is a database that captures all 
references of items, allowing the user to easily 
establish which later documents cite which 
earlier documents

What this means to you:

Using the citation index, you can easily find older 
and newer RELATED papers.



Explore the Citation Network | Backward & Forward Citations
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• Cited References – the research that a paper cites

• Times Cited – more recently published papers that cite the paper

• Related Records – papers which share at least one cited reference in common with the 
paper. If they share citations, they’re likely discussing similar topics.

It is particularly useful:

• Where keywords in the topic are not easy 
to define

• Where older research needs to be traced

• When you need to see where a research 
trend leads



The Web of Science Core Collection is designed to be selective in coverage
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Web of Science 
Core Collection

Science Citation Index Expanded
Social Science Citation Index

Arts & Humanities Citation Index
Emerging Sources Citation Index

Conference Proceedings 
Citation Index

Book Citation Index

200,000+
Conference records

~21,000
Total journals in
Core Collection

100,000+

65 Million
Source Items

1 Billion+

Backfiles to 1900
With cover-to-cover 
indexing

Books

Cited References



Editorial integrity
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Research with confidence using a publisher-neutral citation index

• Find what you need more 
quickly

• Make high stakes decisions 
about resource allocation 
and people with data that is 
independent of bias

Publisher neutral Vetted OA content

Our in-house experts, 
who have no affiliations 
to publishers or research 
institutes, select the 
journals in the Core 
Collection to provide 
you with a data set of 
the world’s leading 
research publications 
that is free of potential 
industry bias or conflict 
of interest.

Access over 13 million 
open access papers—
including green OA– from 
reputable journals that 
have been vetted against 
our 28 evaluation criteria 
for quality and impact. 
Easily determine which 
fields are well covered by 
this material so that you 
can reserve your budget 
for only the most critical 
gaps.

In-house curation

Rigorous curation 
processes ensure that 
journals are correctly 
classified into the 
appropriate subject 
categories so that your 
statistical reporting and 
analyses are accurate, 
unlike databases that rely 
on algorithmic 
approaches or occasional 
outside review.



Preprint Citation Index



Preprint Citation Index 
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A standalone collection on the Web of Science platform

Preprint Citation Index is a new database on the Web of 
Science platform linking preprints from several repositories 
and disciplines to the trusted Web of Science ecosystem. 
The Preprint Citation Index currently covers the following 
repositories: ~2M

records at launch arXiv: physics, mathematics, computer science, 
quantitative biology, quantitative finance, statistics, 
electrical engineering and systems science, and 
economics

 bioRxiv: biology 

 medRxiv: medical, clinical, and related health 
sciences

 chemRxiv: chemistry and related fields

 preprints.org: multidisciplinary spanning science, 
social sciences, and arts & humanities

12+
repositories to be 

added in 2023

1991 
backfile depth 

from arXiv 

5
repositories at 

launch



Preprint Citation Index 
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• Quickly locate the latest 
breakthroughs on your topic and 
automatically monitor new 
developments. 

• Assess preprint quality with the 
help of enhanced author 
information and an understanding 
of its place in the scholarly 
ecosystem.

• Trace the evolution of an idea from 
early findings through to 
published research. 



ProQuest Dissertations 
and Theses Citation Index
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Introducing ProQuest Dissertations & Theses 
Citation Index on the Web of Science

Maximize the results of 
your limited research 
time

Research with a single 
platform that streamlines 
discovery of millions of post-
graduate works alongside 
journal articles, conference 
papers, preprints, patents, 
and books. +

Dissertations 
& theses

Preprints

Conference 
papers

Journal 
articles

Shared 
datasets

Patents

Books

ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global Web of Science



Streamlined discovery of early career scholarship
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Phase 1: Live as of July 2023

• Discovery of 5.5M+ metadata records 
from ProQuest Dissertations & Theses 
Global in a standalone database

• Graduate works from 4K+ universities in 
60+ countries around the world

• For PQDT Global subscribers, links to 3M+ 
full text documents that include:

• Innovative methodologies and 
experimental details outlined in the 
full document 

• Unpublished datasets and results 
found only in the dissertation 
document

Phase 2: More features coming later in 2023!

• Cited reference indexing and linking will be 
available to further connect dissertations and 
theses to the Web of Science network



Embedding dissertations and theses into existing workflows
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• Discover a breadth of 
multidisciplinary graduate 
research within your Web of 
Science research workflow.

• Create alerts to keep abreast 
of emerging graduate research 
in your discipline.

• Identify global institutions 
with graduate research 
programs that are contributing 
to the advancement of an area 
of research.

• Mutual subscribers to 
ProQuest Dissertations & 
Theses Global enjoy seamless 
access to full-text 
dissertations and theses on 
the ProQuest platform.



Analytical Tools and 
Features on 

Web of Science



Data Evaluation
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Analyze Results Citation Report

Group and rank records in a results set by extracting
data values from a variety of fields.

The Citation Report provides aggregate citation
statistics for a set of search results.



Data Evaluation
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Highly Cited / Hot Papers

Highly Cited and Hot Paper indicators put citation counts into
context. They take into account the field of research, year of
publication and document type, comparing ‘like with like’. This
information comes from our Essential Science Indicators.

Usage Counts

Citations take time to accrue, so they may not be the best
indicators of influence for recent publications. For this reason we
provide Usage Counts. Every time a Web of Science user clicks
a full text link or exports a record, the record’s Usage Count is
incremented. This provides an indication of interest.



Data Evaluation
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Viewing the Full Text to understand content

To fully understand any publication you need to read it. Web of
Science has several built-in routes to access Full Text. In addition
you could add EndNote Click to your browser to leverage
subscription services as well as Open Access sources.

Open Access Status

Some reviews include an evaluation of Open Access, others
have a requirement to either include or exclude Open Access
publications. Web of Science has Open Access version as a
filter, so these types of evaluation can be carried out.



Managing your Results
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Use the Marked List to:
• Store your search results - it's not always possible to 

finish your search in one session. Marking records for 
your next visit to Web of Science helps you pick up 
where you left off.

• Group articles together you want to analyze -
gather the perfect set of publications, then use 
Analyze to understand trends across them, or use 
Citation Report to reveal the articles that cite your 
selections.

• Create a custom set of items to export. There are 
lots of export options - send to EndNote for later use 
in writing a paper, print, email or even export to 
InCites Benchmarking & Analytics for detailed citation 
analysis.

The Marked List page stores records selected from your
search results. After marking records, you can save your
Marked List and return to it later.
Save up to 50 Marked Lists with up to 50,000 records per
list. In order to save, you must be logged into your Web
of Science personal profile.



Managing your Results
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The relevant results can be exported to other 
applications for further analysis or to cite in 
your review.

Common options are to export to excel for 
analysis and to EndNote (or another 
reference management system) for citing. You 
can choose how much metadata is exported 
by selecting an option from the list. 

Exporting your Results



Insert footer 20Clarivate 2023

Save time finding relevant papers

• Save time finding the 
right papers with 
granular Citation Topics. 

• Enhance your 
understanding of 
institutional or regional 
research output with an 
analysis of Citation 
Topics 

Citation Topics 
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Refine and Analyze by Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

• Monitor and assess your 
research contribution to 
the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals.

• SDG categories are 
mapped by comparing 
to Micro Citation Topics 
applied to Web of 
Science  Core Collection 
Records.

• Web of Science will 
display 16 of the 17 
SDGs.

Sustainable Development Goals
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Uncover new connections between ideas

Easily locate additional 
research related to your 
item of interest and 
pinpoint must-read papers 
cited most frequently in an 
article. 

Enriched cited references
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Web of Science

Demo



Questionable publishing practices are on the rise
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These models can undermine public trust in research and research integrity and represent 
significant waste of research resources

Source: The Economist, May 2020.



Web of Science
Journal 
Selection 
Process



Keep Up to Date with Web of Science Indexing



Master Journal List

https://clarivate.com/blog/building-trust-
through-transparency-our-pledge-to-provide-

more-clarity-around-web-of-science-journal-
coverage/
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Check for the latest list of Web of Science 
Indexed Journals

https://clarivate.com/blog/supporting-
integrity-of-the-scholarly-record-our-

commitment-to-curation-and-selectivity-in-
the-web-of-science/



Building trust through transparency: Download the latest title changes
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Starting from May 2023 Master Journal List Update
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 Accepted Titles

 Editorial De-listing

 Production De-listing

 Title Change

 Cease



How do you identify journals on hold for re-evaluation?
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Master Journal List「On Hold」Label

Journal of XXXXXXX

**************

1234-5678



What is the Journal Citation Reports™



Make better informed decisions with publisher-neutral journal intelligence
Assess the world’s leading journals with Journal Citation Reports 

Quickly find a list of 
trustworthy, influential 
journals in all disciplines. 
Each journal profiled has 
met the rigorous quality 
standards documented in 
the Web of Science Core 
CollectionTM editorial 
selection process.

Work with credible metrics 
derived from accurate and 
complete data. Journals 
displaying evidence of 
excessive self-citation and 
citation stacking have 
their JIFs suppressed from 
Journal Citation Reports to 
support research integrity 
in scholarly publishing.

Easily uncover the 
relationship between 
article and journal 
citations to better 
understand a journal’s role 
in the network of scholarly 
communications. Access 
to article data helps you 
follow best practices for 
research evaluation.

Evaluate journals with a 
multidimensional view 
of a journal’s impact and 
influence. View citation 
metrics alongside 
descriptive open access 
statistics and contributor 
information that provide 
a holistic picture of each 
journal.

Clarivate 2023 32

Selectivity Quality control Transparency Multiple impact views



Offering a wide array of metrics for journal evaluation
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Complementary metrics: Journal Citation Indicator (JCI) and Journal Impact Factor (JIF)

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Citations
from all documents in these years...

...to citable items in the journal
published in these 3 years

Journal Citation 
Indicator (JCI)

2018 2019 2020 2021 2021 2023

Citations
from all 

documents 
in this year...

Journal Impact 
Factor (JIF)

2022

...to items in the journal 
published in these

2 years

Clarivate 2023



Journal Citation Reports 2023 annual release
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2022 JCR data

21,522 total journals

13,668 Science journals 

7,123 Social Sciences journals

3,248 Arts & Humanities journals

5,600 Gold Open Access journals 

9,136 titles with first time JIF

112 countries worldwide 

254 research categories



Journal Citation Reports

Demo
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