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What you will learn

• Understand what Scopus is and what types of 

academic content it includes

• Develop practical skills for discovering, 

assessing, and working with scholarly literature

• Use keywords and filters to find relevant 

research efficiently

• Read article records to identify authors, journals, 

and publication details

• Understand basic indicators such as citation 

counts and what they can (and cannot) tell you

- Save, export, and organise references for 

assignments and projectst



What is Scopus?

The name, Scopus, was inspired by 

the bird, Phylloscopus Collybita, 

which reportedly has excellent 

navigation skills. 

Scopus is an abstract and 

citation database carefully 

curated by independent subject 

matter experts, ensuring high-

quality, unbiased information.



Scopus Content 
Coverage
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Curated, enriched and connected data that surfaces signals about research that 

are intuitive to access and understand

Numbers shown are rounded and current as March 2025. Scopus is updated daily

19.5+ million 
active author profiles

2.4+ billion 
cited references dating back to 1970

25.2+ million 
open access items: gold, 

hybrid gold, green & bronze

7+ 
thousand 

publishers

404+ thousand 
books (stand alone 

titles)

100.8+ 
million records

94+ thousand 
affiliation profiles

28.7+ 
thousand 
Active Journals

Identify and analyze which journals 

to read/submit to

Track and assess a researcher’s 

impact

Decide what, where and with

whom to collaborate

Track impact of research and 

monitor global research trends

Find the current research; what has 

been published in a research area

Determine how to differentiate

research topics, find ideas

+2.6M 
Preprints



Physical sciences 

15,744

Scopus at a glance

Scopus is an abstract and citation database carefully curated by independent subject matter 

experts, ensuring high-quality, unbiased information. 

Journals Conferences Books

28,791** active peer-reviewed 

journals

167 trade journals

8,137 OA Journals (DOAJ/ROAD) 

25.1M open access documents 

(Gold, Hybrid Gold, Bronze & 

Green)

 23.4M fully-indexed funding 

acknowledgements 

167K conference 

events

12.91M conference 

papers

Mainly Engineering and 

Computer Sciences

Number of journals by 

subject area**

100M records from 28.7K active journals | More than 7,000+ publishers in 105 countries |  Updated 

daily ~13,000 articles per day indexed  | 20,5 M active author profiles  | 94+ K affiliation profiles

*Journals may be classified in multiple subject areas: this count includes current actively indexed titles only

**Total number of Scopus journals in database including inactive titles is 45,495

Preprints

2.6M preprints

7 preprint servers:

• arXiv 

• ChemRxiv

• bioRxiv

• medRxiv

• SSRN

• TechRxiv

• Research Square

399K stand-alone 

books

3.56M total book 

items

Focus on Social 

Sciences and A&H

Health sciences 

15,525

Social sciences 

16,279

Life sciences 

8,414

Numbers shown are rounded and current as February 2025. Scopus is updated daily



• Independent board of subject experts from 

all over the world

• Comprised of 17 Subject Chairs

• Chosen for their expertise in specific 

subject areas; most have (journal) Editor 

experience.

• Rigorous and transparent quality and ethics 

selection criteria used to evaluate potential 

titles

• Regularly re-evaluates Scopus content and 

discontinues titles no longer meeting the 

guidelines

Content Selection & Advisory 

Board (CSAB)

• https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/how-scopus-
works/content/scopus-content-selection-and-advisory-board

• https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus/content?dgcid=RN_AGC
M_Sourced_300005030#3-selection-standards  
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Scopus Key Use Cases

Find literature

Analyze  research topics 

Whom to partner?

Which journals to read / submit to

Track impact of research

Manage research career – citation counts and h-index

USER NEED FEATURES

PROFILES

Source: Scopus Own Data, Scopus Exit Survey, 2015

SEARCH

SEARCH

AUTHOR/AFFILIATION 

PROFILES

ALERTS

JOURNAL ANALYZER

Broad based scholarly support



How Scopus support 
Literature Searches
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How Scopus Supports Literature Retrieval

• Discover published research across 

disciplines

• Identify key authors/experts, journals, 

and institutions

• Track development of a topic over 

time

• Analyze citation impact to prioritize 

sources

• Evaluate topic trends and impact 

through citing document analysis



Structuring and Prioritizing Literature
Filter by subject 

area, publication 

year, source type 

etc.

Use citation counts 

and journal metrics



Create Powerful 
Search Queries



Basic search

1. To create a search query in Scopus, start by selecting the appropriate search field such as title, 

abstract, or keywords etc.

2. Enter your search terms 

3. Combine them (if needed) using Boolean operators like AND, OR, or NOT for more control

4. You can also refine your results by adding a date range to limit the publication years.

1

1

1

2

2
3

4



Boolean operators

OR – usually increases number of results AND – usually decreases the number of results

AND NOT – usually decreases the number of 

results by excluding those that match the query 

following AND NOT



Approximate and Exact Phrases, Wildcards

Operator Example

Double 

quotation 

marks " "

Loose phrase: TITLE-ABS-KEY( "heart attack") searches for documents where heart 

attack appear together in the title, abstract, or keywords.

Heart attack : 837 results and "heart attack“: 22 results

Braces { }

To find documents that contain an exact phrase, enclose the phrase in braces: {oyster 

toadfish}. Result includes any stop words, spaces, and punctuation which you 

included in the braces. 

Asterisk *

Replaces zero or more characters. Useful when you're not sure about the exact 

spelling of a word or want to include several variations of a term in one query. 

Example: psycholog* → finds psychology, psychological, psychologist, etc.

W/n

It indicates the distance between words, but not the order - e.g. journal W/2 

publishing, where 'journal' can be found two words away from the word 

'publishing'

Pre/n
Terms should appear in specific word order – e.g. behavioral   PRE/3 disturbances, 

where 'behavioral' precedes 'disturbances' by three words.

https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14808/supporthub/scopus/


What Scopus search does automatically

• Accented characters: Dvořák or dvorak

• Lemmatization:  attack, attacks; wide, wider

• Equivalents: ω and omega; behaviour and behavior

• Punctuation: is ignored – commas, hyphens, ? !  etc.

• Stop words: Words like “the”, “it”, and “of” are excluded from search

(You can find the list here)

More details: Searching for a document

https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14808/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/34325/


Advanced Search



Advanced Search Interface
Scopus Advanced Search allows users to 

build precise and structured searches using 

field codes and Boolean logic. It is especially 

useful when basic keyword searching returns 

too many or irrelevant results.

Purpose

The purpose of Advanced Search is to help 

users control exactly where and how Scopus 

searches for information within article 

records. Instead of searching the entire 

database broadly, users can target specific 

fields such as title, abstract, author, 

affiliation, or references.

For example:

TITLE-ABS-KEY("artificial intelligence" AND 

healthcare)

This search retrieves articles where the terms 

appear in the title, abstract, or keywords, 

which usually improves relevance.

Value for Researchers and Students

1. More precise results

2. Greater control over search strategy

3. Reproducible searches

4. Efficient literature discovery



ASJC – All Science Journal Classification 

4 supergroups, 27 subject areas, 334 subcategories

Advanced Search – type 

SUBJMAIN (code of 

subcategory)

Example: SUBJMAIN 

(2906) – where 2906 is 

code for “Critical Care 

Nursing” subcategory

Source: ASJC -  Scopus Content Coverage page – Download the Source Title list

https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus/content?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030


Working with Search 
Results



Results

1. Refine and sort 

your results to 

focus on what 

matters most—e.g., 

filter by document 

type like reviews for 

comprehensive 

overviews

2. Sort by citations 

to highlight the 

most impactful 

research.

3. Open the record 

to view the abstract 

directly

1 2

3



Detailed Page
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Analyze Results

Analyze publication trends, 

key contributors, and top 

journals using built-in 

Scopus analytics



Trace Citations and Explore Reference Networks

Track how key papers are cited over time, examine their reference lists, and explore 

citing documents to understand topic development and influence



Export, Save & Set Alerts

Download results in multiple formats or add to your Reference manager, save searches, and set alerts 

to stay updated on new publications



Edit, Search History and Combine Your Queries

Edit your search, revisit past queries, and combine them for deeper exploration



Summary & Key Takeaways

Scopus empowers researchers to conduct 

effective literature reviews through: 

✓ Comprehensive and curated global content

✓ Powerful search and filtering options

✓ Advanced search capabilities using 

structured queries

✓ Built-in tools to analyze and track research 

trends

✓ Features to save, export, and stay updated 

on relevant results

Use Scopus to simplify your literature review 

process and gain deeper insights into your field!



Getting help

Scopus Support Center

https://service.elsevier.com/app/overview

/scopus/ 

Contact your Elsevier representative or 

our Scopus Support Team if you have 

any questions or problems with Scopus

https://service.elsevier.com/app/overview/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/overview/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/contact/supporthub/scopus/
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A picture containing text

Description automatically generated

Library Connect newsletter, webinars & 
social media

Scopus CPL banner

Scopus Certification Program for Librarians
Library Connect Academy

Graphical user interface, text, application

Description automatically generated

Supporting your professional development

Supporting user onboarding and engagement

Resources that drives knowledge 

Blog.Scopus.com

Blog.Scopus.com 
Twitter.com/Scopus

Twitter.com/Scopus

Scopus info site: elsevier.com/scopus

Scopus info site: elsevier.com/scopus

Scopus LibGuide

Scopus LibGuide

Librarian toolkit

Librarian toolkit

https://www.elsevier.com/connect/library-connect
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/library-connect
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/library-connect/library-connect-academy
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/library-connect/scopus-certification-program-for-librarians
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/library-connect/scopus-certification-program-for-librarians
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/library-connect/library-connect-academy
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/library-connect/library-connect-academy
https://blog.scopus.com/
https://blog.scopus.com/
https://twitter.com/Scopus?s=20
https://twitter.com/Scopus?s=20
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus
https://blog.scopus.com/
https://elsevier.libguides.com/Scopus
https://elsevier.libguides.com/Scopus
https://www.elsevier.com/librarians/product-resources/toolkit-scopus
https://www.elsevier.com/librarians/product-resources/toolkit-scopus


Q&A
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