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. Accused METI official placed sell orders via cellphone aft
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A senior industry ministry official arrested on suspicion of insider trading allegedly placed massive sell

orders immediately after returning fror§ Taiwan in Bpril 2009, where he was part of tie-up negotiations

between a Japanese chipmaker and¢ Taiwanes®semiconductor firm, according to sources familiar with

the case.

The Tokyo District Public Prosecutors Office's special investigation unit and the Securities and Exchange
Surveillance Commission (SESC) suspect Masaaki Kimura, 53, repeatedly bought shares in chipmaker
Elpida Memory Inc. under his wife's name between March and May of 2009.

Kimura -- who has been with the economy, trade and industry minister's secretariat since June last year --
was involved in talks on a state-backed bailout for Elpida while serving as a councillor on the ministry's
Commerce and Information Policy Bureau between February and June of 2009.

He flew to Taiwan on April 13, 2009 to negotiate a tie-up between Elpida and the Taiwanese

semiconductor firm as a representative of the Japanese government. He arrived at Narita International
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