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Abstract

Scholars whose belief that museums should exist primarily as research institutions
often point to the temple of Muses in ancient Greece, where the activities of collecting
objects and academic research converged, to substantiate the early models of university
and museum. This perspective seems overly nostalgic, given the fact that contemporary
museums have deviated considerably from their ancient counterparts. In this paper, the
museums’ changing social role and their relationship with universities, as well as with
their collection of objects, is discussed in order to provide a new focus for future
university museums. In the beginning, this paper discusses several studies on the social
roles of modern museums and holds a view that there is no essential relationship between
museums and society. From a historical perspective, this paper indicates that there was a
change in the relationship between scientific museums and universities in Britain. This
change could be regarded as a shift of scientific knowledge that has resulted in the
decline of the museums’ function as a resource for cutting-edge scientific research. Yet,
because of the inter-disciplinary nature and multiple meanings of the museum’s collection
of objects, the potential exists for the two institutions to join forces again by way of the
solutions described in this paper. Finally, emphasis is placed on the proposed solutions as
a series of carefully ‘opened museum processes’ that requires academic and public
collaboration to transform the university museum into a socially engaging public
educational facility.
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