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Abstract

When seeking offshore development in 18 and 19 centuries, Europeans
countries collected massive plant specimens worldwide for researches. As a result,
many historic universities have established their own herbariums and live plants
gardens (i.e., botanical gardens). National Taiwan University (NTU), being affected
by such movement when it was formed in the Japanese ruling period, has also
established a herbarium and an associated botanical garden, a part of which is
remained as the Ssu-nien Fu Memorial Garden. Japanese’s used Taiwan as the base
for implementing its South-bound policy, most plants collected in Southeast Asia then
have been kept in NTU. This explain why TAI has preserved many specimens of
Southeast Asian plants and Ssu-nien Fu Memorial Garden has many of them are there
tropical plants, which are rare in Taiwan. As a result , TAI has been one of the most
important centers of Taiwan endemic plants and in East Asia and Southeast Asia.

While continuing its investigations and researches in Asian plants, TAl would
also facilitate relevant international exchanges and cooperation, preserve its research
tradition in plant taxonomy, promote interchanges among related researches, provide
opportunities to junior researchers, and share with other organizations and institutions
TAI’s management experience such as the operation of national herbarium and virtual
herbarium. In addition, based on its tradition and experience, TAI has now expanded
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its tasks to include ecological preservation related works such as provision of ecology
preservation information and training of relevant personnel. Meanwhile, TAI also
share the social responsibilities by paying close attention to ecology issues of our
environment, e.g., establishment of ecosystems (including primitive forests and rivers)
in urban area, ecological paths, shelter for creatures, ecological rehabilitation,
ecological engineering, ecological travel, and connection of national paths, etc.
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