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On February 21, 2000, the Government of the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
issued a White Paper entitled "The One-China Principle and the Taiwan Issue.” In this
Paper, the Chinese govemmen‘i summarized its position on the legal status of Taiwan
as follows:

“1. The basis for one China, de facto and de jure

The one-China principle has been evolved in the course of the Chinese people’s
just struggle to safeguard China's sovereignty and territorial integrity, and its basis,
both de facto and de jure, is unshakable,

Taiwan is an ipalienable part of China. All the facts and laws about Taiwan
prove that Taiwan is an inalienable part of Chinese territory. In April 1895, through a
war of aggression against China, Japan' forced.the Qing government to sign the
unequal Treaty of Shimonoseki, and forcibly occupied Taiwan, In' July 1937, Japan
launched an atl-out war of aggression against China. In December 1941, the Chinese
government issued the Proclamation of Chipa's Declaration .of War Against Japan,
announcing to the world that all trealies,“agreements: and contracts concerning
Sino-Japanese relations, including the Treaty of Shimonoseki, had been abrogated,
and that China would recover Taiwan! In December 1943 the Cairc Declaration was
issued by the Chinese, US and British. governmenis, stipulating that Japan should
return to China all the territories it had stolen from the Chinese, including northeast
China, Taiwan and the Penghu Archipelago. The Potsdam. Proclamation signed by
China, the United States and Britain in 1945 (later adhered to by the Soviet Union)
stipulated that "The terms of the Cairo Declaration shall be carried out." In August of
that year, Japan declared surrender and promised in its instrument of surrender that it
would faithfully fulfill the obligations laid down in the Potsdam Proclamation. On
25th October, 1945, the Chinese government recovered Taiwan and the Penghu
Archipelago, resuming the exercise of sovereignty over Taiwan.

On st October, 1949, the central people's government of the PRC was
proclaimed, replacing the governiment of the Republic of China to become the only
legal government of the whole of China and its sole legal representative in the
international arena, thereby bringing the historical status of the Republic of China to

“anend. This is a replacement of the old regime by a new one in a situation where the

main bodies of the same international laws have not changed and China's sovereignty
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and inherent territory have not changed therefrom, and so the government of the PRC
naturally should fully enjoy and exercise China's sovereignty, including its
sovereignty over Taiwan.

Since the KMT ruling clique retreated to Taiwan, . . has always remained
only a local authority in Chinese territory. ....... "

Please write a legal opinion, from the perspective of international law,
commenting on the position taken by the Chinese government as stated above.

Your opinion could be written in either Mandarin Chinese or English.
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