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- World rice consumption.in 2005/06, which includes food, feed and
other uses, is forecast to rise by 1.3'percent to;some 417 million tonnes.
Of the total, 368 million tonnes are estimated to be consumed as food and
average per caput consumption-is.foreseen to remain stable at some 57
kg. Some recovery in per caput intake is anticipated in Africa and in
several Low-Income Food-Deficit countries in Asia that had faced a surge
in prices in the previous year. However, the average per caput rice
consumption in Asia as a whole is expected to remain virtually unchanged,
given the long-standing tendency in the fast-growing economies for diets
to diversify. Per caput food consumption is forecast to remain of the order
of 69 kg per year in the developing countries, while it may rise slightly to
some 13 kg in the developed countries.
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