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® A dramatic influx of new people with a diversity of cultires, languages, and values;
B The out-migration of talented youth and adults who seek greater economic
opportunities in larger populated areas;
®  The accelerated growth of service producing sector jobs that are offering rural workers
fewer opportunities to secure decent paying jobs;
™ The stubborn persistence of poverty among rural women, children, and minorities;
®  The decaying state of roads, bridges, and other basic components of the community’s
infrastructure; :
¥ The declining capacity to afford or to have access to quality health care in close proximity
to their places of residence;
The accelerated demands on rural schools to meet performance and accountability
standards that are best suited or modeled for urban and suburban school systems;
®  The daily outflow of workers whose absence hinders their active engagement in the civic
life of their communities;
Local governance structures that are struggling to keep pace with program management
and fiscal responsibilities that were once the purview of federal and state agencies;
8 Urban areas that are encroaching on the rich natural resources of rural areas;

®  Atechnology-sophisticated world that has had a limited presence in the corridors of many
rural areas.
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