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“My analysis of disgust and shame suggests that certain forms of liberalism (or in the case of
Kahan-Etzioni, of purported liberalism) should be rejected, as in tension with libera} ideas of respect
for human dignity. Does it suggest, by contrast, that there is any particular version of liberalism that
we ought to favor? 1 believe it does. If we think, first, of the political conception of the person that the
arguments of this book lead us to favor, we find that such a conception need to combine an emphasis
on human ability with an emphasis on imperfection, need, and also, at times, asymmetrical need. The
Aristotelian idea of the citizen as ‘political animal’ has great promise as we try to move beyond the
problems diagnosed here because this conception emphasizes the continuity between the human
being and other animal creatures, with their needy and mortal bodies, while not ignoring the fact that
the human being has traits (and problems) that are different from those of any other animal creature,
and a source of potential difficulty for society. The Aristotelian conception sees the human being as a
creature both needy and capable, whose capacities and whose dignity are thoroughly bound up with
its animal nature, and whose capacities all require rich support from the material environment. The
empbhasis on materiality and need is conceptually helpful, because we Jearn not to think of our needs
for material things as embarrassing and humiliating facts about us. Instead, materiality and need are
themselves part of the specific form of dignity that a hurnan being has.”
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