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Art and Architecture in Victorian
Manchester, John G. Archer (ed.) xxi
+ 290 pp. (Manchester University Press,
£29.95)

When Queen Victoria visited Manchester
in 1851, she wrote in her diary that ‘in the
midst of so much wealth, there seems to
be nothing but chimneys, flaming fur-
naces, many deserted but not pulled
down, with wretched cottages around
them’. The ten authors of this scholarly
and attractive book on Victorian Manches-
ter show the Queen’s not unfamiliar
description was not entirely fair to what
has come to be thought of as the classic
Victorian city or at least that it would not
be entirely fair if the whole period of the
Queen's reign were taken into the reckon-
ing. Some of the most interesting
developments in Manchester came during
the last decades of the reign and the book
ends with chapters on the Rylands Lib-
rary, completed in 1899, and the Century
Guild connection.

Waterhouse’s Town Hall, the subject of

UV SHSSE. SPRST OSSN PN

Confucius and the Jesuits (Book Review).

Liverpool, Birmingham or Newcastle. The
publication has been generously sup-
ported by the Greater Manchester City
Coungil and the Manchester City Council
— would that some other authorities were
so generous! - and it very properly reflects
Mancunian pride. There is corresponding
restriction of compass. The creation of
buildings is given full treatment: their
demolition little. There is little about what
was bad. Nor can a part of de Tocqueville’s
famous judgement on Manchester be
properly substituted for the whole. While
social historians of nineteenth-century
cities should be sensitive to the visual
dimension of their subject, historians of
their architecture cannot provide a com-
prehensive or balanced study of city build-
ings if they simply consider them indi-
vidually. For this reason, one of the most
challenging essays in this book, by Ulrich
Finke, is concerned not with a building or
with an architect but with a project — the
Art Treasures Exhibition of 1850. His essay
raises as many questions as it answers, but
they are all pertinent ones.

It should be added that historians of the
nineteenth-century of all kinds would
profit from reading this book. It abounds
in quotations which can be used in differ-
ent ways from those intended not only by
their original authors but by essayists in
this volume. The illustrations are well
chncan tan althouoh it is sad that Man-
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thirteenth century (Barbara celarent), con-
taining in five hexameters the symbolic
names of the different syllogisms, is still
used in teaching logic, and metamemory
continues to arouse professional interest.
Ricci, in keeping with these methods,
selected images and pictures as aids in
catechising. These, the media of the
Counter-reformation, helped to put
across the Jesuit message to China.

All this is established in Spence’s first
chapter. He then glosses eight of Ricci's
mental ‘tin-openers’, resorting to some-
thing akin to free association as he follows
first one, then another, image or idea,
using them as ‘points for meditation” to
describe Ricci's life, work and thought. In
this he freely darts from China back to
Europe and then reverses again. Though
this may appear loose, even rambling at
times, the text, which is not without its
poetic moments, is in fact tightly con-
trolled and structured, Sometimes Spence
speculates boldly (‘Ricci may have . . .
must have . . . seems . . . perhaps . ..)
but ultimately this makes the book
stimulating. The notes (often based on
Chinese sources) are intriguing; there are
few misprints and the couple of solecisms
(‘Benedictine friar’; and ‘Jesuits were nota
mendicant order’) will irritate only the
pedantic. The rich bibliography omits
nothing of any significance. Presumably
lacques Gernet's Chine et christianisme
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These three religions/philosophies—Shinto, Buddhism, and
Confucianism—were the main religious currents in Japan until
the mid 1500s. About that time the Jesuit Francis Xavier brought
Christianity to Japan. As the nation was enduring epic struggles that
would lead to its unification, Catholicism made modest gains among
educared classes such as the Samurai. That faith stayed a part of the
country for almost 100 years, until feudal shoguns unifying the
country saw Christianity as an external threat to their efforts. Those
believers who didn’t leave or repudiate their faith were executed, and
what followed was a period of self-imposed isolation like no other
in modern history. For the better part of 250 years—from the early
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