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Carrying out a research project

? Research Design
? Method Selection
0 Literature Review

9 Data Collection

Data Analysis

E 0 Writing Up
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+ SAGE Research Method's helps you design ®SAGE researchmethods
research projects, understand or identify new cases datasets video
methods, conduct research, and write up your

findi Nngs What every researcher needs

ources to answer your research methods/and statistics questions

« Over 900 titles and 220,000 pages of methods,
book, journal and reference content

- Little green Books, Little Blue Books
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« methods map, project planner, which stats test, > W 0
reading lists
« Exclusive collections
« case studies, datasets, video
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Multivariate models

Any of several methods for examining multiple (three or more) variables at the same time—usually two
ar more independent variables and one dependent variable.

View content on Multivariate models (51)

(73)

™

Analysis of covarian... (25}
® Analysis of variance (94)

Cluster analysis (4%)

Correlation (184
P (164)

Mult iva riate @ Discriminant analysi... (20)

models

Narrower
Terms

Broader
Terms

® Econometrics (2)

® Epidemiclogy (4)

Estimation metheds (13}
L ]
[ ] General linear medel... (37)

Latent variable mode... (12)

Related
Terms

Research Methods @

®SAGE researchmethods

Qualitative data analysis

Approaches to the interpretation and understanding of material arising from the use of gualitative
methods, such as transcripts from depth interviews and focus groups, fieldnotes from participant
observation studies, and so on

View content on Qualitative data analysis (137)

Coding (111}

[ ] Computer-assisted qu... (41)

Content analysis (85)

Conversation analysi... (52)

Qualitative
data
analysis

@ Discourse analysis (95)

Narrower
Terms

Broader

Terms i
® Documentary analysis (16)

Hermeneutics (14)

Media analysis (5)
L ]
[ ] Marrative analysis (78}

Phenomenclogical ana... (9)

Related
Terms
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Researc hable Question

Research Design

Planning and Prac tic alities

Research Ethics

Data Collection

Data Analysis and

Interpretation

Writing Up

Dissemination

Project Planner

Research Design

¥ Tools

®SAGE researchmethods

Checklist: Questions to Ask When Deciding On a Method

Intreduction +
What Is a Research Plan? ar
What Is Research Design? +
What Will You Emphasize in Your Research? ar
Which Methods Should | Use? +
How Can Social Theory Help Me Identify a Research Method? +
Wheo Will Benefit From My Research? +
How Do | Match My Research Method(s) to My Research Question(s)? +
Why Does It Matter Which Method(s) | Use? +
What Kind of Data Do | Want to Generate? ar
Should | Use One Method or Multiple Methods? ar
Checklist: Questions to Ask When Deciding On a Method ar

Next Stage: Planning and Practicalities >

+ Show Public ation Information

Download PDF @ @

Cite List Share

Checklist: Questions to Ask When Deciding On a Method
Here are seven questicns you should be able to answer about the metheds you have chosen for your research.

J

J

Does your method/do your methods fit the research question(s)?

Do you understand how the methods relate to your methodological position?

Do you know how to use the method(s)

If not, can you learn how to use the method(s)?

Do you have the resources you need to use the methods? For example:

statistical software

qualitative data analysis software

.

an adequate computer

access o secondary data sets

.

audic-visual equipment

language training

transport
YYou need to work through this list and add anything else that you need.

If you are using multiple methods, do you know how you are going to combine them to
carry out the research?

If you are using multiple methods, do you know how you are going to combine the
products of using them when writing up your research?

Next Stage: Planning and Practicalities )
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oRdarch Stagas Reviewing the Literature ¥ Tools , ]
What Makes a Successful Literature Review? =
Overview @
Introduction = - )
Prikidcpt o Rkseaeh ') + Show Public ation Infermation S — @ @
Why Do | Need to Do a Literature Review? + . )
y 3 Cis List Shars
Defining a Topic @
What Types of Literature Should | Use in My Review? u
Reviewing the @
Literature What Makes a Successful Literature Review?
What Is Grey Literature? ot Here are eight steps toward completing & successful lterature review.
Developinga O
Researchable Question e Dagit ey + 1. Search terms: Formulate appropriate search terms as the basis for your lterature searches.
Research Design () e A HloatEe Sl 2. Database search tools: Use database search tools to identify relevant journal articles and related materials.
3. Key publications: |dentify a series of key public ations in your area and use these as the bases for citation reference
How Do | Do a Literature Review? o
Planning and Practicalties () searches.
4, Web search tools: Use web search tools to identify pieces of interest, in partic ular grey literature, relevant to you.
What Makes a Successful Literature Review? + 5. Scanning: Scan abstracts of articles, reviews of books, executive summaries of government reports, and other summaries
Research Ethics O
Y of published work to determine if you need to read the piece in full.
s s o & How Do | Keep a Bibliography? i &. Reading: Read the pieces you have identified and make notes from them.
ita Collection ) 7. Thematic organization: Use these notes as the basis of a thematic organization of your literature review.
: : 2. Writing the review: Write the review, based on the thematic organization, in such a way that you can construct one or
5 A How Does the Literature Review Differ From Doing Desk Research? + . . . . . . . -
Data Analysis and () more interesting research guestions which you will address in your investigation.
Interpretation
Writing Up O How Can | Use the Intemet in My Research? +

O

Dissemination

Next Stage: Developing a Researchable Question >
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Add to My Reading Lists | Export Citation

How do | Write a Literature Review?
Academic: Zina O'Leary Ph.D.

In Am | The Only One Struggling To White A Literature Review? | Published: 2017 |
Publisher: SAGE Publications Ltd

Video Type: Tutcrial | Duration: [00:05:39]
Series Name: Doing Your Research Project | Episode: 2

_. some steps you can follow for El oood lit B You have to
remember that we. . so you'll get tons of [[Eeoe DR. ZINA O'LEARY
[continued]: You... really have to think about not every piece of that

[[EEEY Back ...

Keywords: Scholarly journals, writing (composition), Structured notes, attitudes and
behavior, feedback

Social Research
Methods

BOOK

How to Publish Your

(nmun

rain e

BOOK

Writing a Literature Review
Edited by: Nicholas Walliman
In Social Research Methods | Published: 2006

—.. [Page 182] T EX The oft-repeated instruction to ‘do
a] EE belies some of the ..

Methods: Literature review

Add to My Reading Lists | Export Gitation
The Challenge of Writing the Literature Review
Steven Chaffee, Debra Lieberma

In How to Publish Your Communication Research | Published: 2001

_ [Page 23] The Challenge of the Synthesizing

Research for Theory and Practice ... empirical knowledge about communication
come via that synthesize [E] large number of
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Manuscript Submission Guidelines

« READ the manuscript submission guidelines e s s imssoasas

2. Submitting your article

- Referencing style e

3.2 Authorship

. . .3 Resea ethics and patient consen
¢ WO rd I I I I l It 3.4 Clinical trials

3.5 Reporting guidelines

4. Publishing Policies

- Title, abstract, keywords e s
 Conventions of academic writing Fasmmg s
o Supp|ementa| data? - (Lo template and quidelines

uage editing services
° B ubmitting your manusecri
roo rea 5.1 How to submit your manuscript

5.2 Title, keywords and abstracts

4.3 Open access and author archivin

7. On acceptance and publication

° ( Ove r Iette r 7.1 SAGE Production
7.2 Access to your published article

7.3 Online First publication
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 Obtain permission for all copyrighted material
» Authorship / Acknowledgment

 Full disclosure
« Funding statement
« Conflict of interest

» Plagiarism
* Duplication

» Journal Contributor’ s Publishing ‘GHP‘E
Agreement

y

http://publicationethics.org/

COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION ETHICS
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JOURNAL AUTHOR GATEWAY

 English language editing services Top Reasons to Publish with SAGE

° ° ° How to Get Published
* Llnks to aUthor gLIIdeIIneS English-language Editing Services
° Tlps to hEIp readers f|nd your Manuscript Submission Guidelines

a rtiCIe: Help Readers Find Your Article

° Importance of SearCh engines On Acceptance and Publication

- Repeat key phrases in the abstract Open Access Options

° Get the title right Promote Your Article

° Choose key Words carefu"y Irlggrdei-gae Usage & Citation Using Social
« Steps for authors post acceptance Maximize Your Attcle Impact with
 Tips to promote your paper Jourmal Author FAQs

o Using social media Useful Links/Resources

Impact Factor & Ranking Results
* FAQs
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Journal Article Published
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@SAGE researChmEthOdS Browse Research Tools Login:[ Profile ] [ Institution ]

What every researcher needs

Find resources to answer your research methods and statistics questions

Advanced

| want to...

Read classic and cutting Watch methods come alive Find quick answers and Learn about quantitative
edge books definitions methods

= > [ 1=

Books @ Video @ Reference @ Little Green Books G

Learn about qgualitative Learn from stories of real Practice data analvsis Desian a research proiect



What every researcher needs

Find resources to answer your research methods and statistics questions

Systematic review Q

Advanced




@SAGE researChmethOds Browse Research Tools Search Q Lngin:[ Profile ] [ Institution ]

Advanced

Showing results for: systematic review

1-20 of 4,861 results Results per page: 20 = Sort by: | Relevance 3 Modify Search

Save Texdi

Systematic review: Search within results ~ Q,

A systematic review is a review of the literature that is conducted in a methodical
manner based on a prespecified protocol and with the aim of synthesising the
retrieved information often by means of a meta-analysis.

Systematic

review Content Type

See more in Methods Map

SELECT ALL

Books (4065) +
Add to My Reading Lists | Export Citation
Reference (384) +
Systematic Review
Mary Dixon-Woods, Alex Sutton Journal Articles (112)
research
In The SAGE Encyclopedia of Social Science Research Methods | Published: Datasets (13) +
methods 2004
M Systemaiic| ISR [ describes @ specific methodology Cases (424

for conducting of literature. This methodology prescribes explicit ...
Video (40) +

<]




Systematic review:

A systematic review is a review of the literature that is conducted in a methodical Systematic
manner based on a prespecified protocol and with the aim of synthesising the e
retrieved information often by means of a meta-analysis.

See more in Methods Map




Content Type

SELECT ALL
Books (4065) +

Reference (384) +

(<]

Search within results Q)
Journal Articles (112)

<]

Content Type
Datasets (13) + SELeCT AL
Cases (424) Books (4065) +
Reference (384) +
Video (40} +
Joumnal Articles (112)
Project Planner (5) Datasets (13) +
Podcasts (0) ceses (124
W
Video (40) —
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Datasets:

Locking to learn new statistical techniques? Or do you just need some practice on techniques you have been
shown in class? Our Datasets are a collection of resources which include real research data, how to guides, and
instructional materials that can be used to support the teaching and independent learning of quantitative and
qualitative analytical methods. Datasets are taken from real research projects but edited and cleaned for
learning purposes. Each dataset is accompanied by a short, clear, narrative description of the data and easy-to-
follow instructions on how to apply the research method, providing a step-by-step guide to analyzing the data,
and then allowing students to practice the analysis themselves. Try one of our many datasets, such as a
Difference of Means T-test using the American National Election Study (2008), or a Multiple Regression Analysis
using the China Health and Nutrition Survery (2006).

Add to My Reading Lists | Export Citation

Frequency Distribution and the General Social Survey (2012):
datase‘t Visits to Libraries and Museums

for Luke Sloan, Rob Angell

teaChing Published: 2015

o Example: Natural History Museum and Public Visits from the 2012
General Social ... number of visits to the public (Vislib) in the year
preceding the ... Number of visits to the Public (Vislib) (0 = Did not visit, 1
... distribution for visits to the Public [[FJEI8@ 2012 General Social Survey (GSS).
II_Il DATASET Table ...

0 Learn about Methods: Frequency distribution

using Datasets )
Keywords: social survey, museums

Data Type: Survey

... the Natural History Museum and Public within the 12 months prior to ...

o © 89 e

Search within results ~ Q

Content Type

(] SELECTALL

(] Books (918) +
(] Reference (16) +
(] Journal Articles (346)

Datasets (185) +

<

Cases (645)

Video (995) +

0O 0 0

Project Planner (11)

Discipline
SELECT ALL

Anthropology (0)

Business and Management
(2)

(/] Coammiiicatinon and Madia
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o ®© 8° e

Q_ Login: National Taiwan
Univ...

Advanced

)

+

Frequency Distribution and the General Social Survey (2012): Visits to
Libraries and Museums

||_|| DATASET

By: Luke Sloan & Rob Angell
Published: 2015 | Product: SAGE Research Methods Datasets
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781473938007

This dataset example describes a frequency distribution, also referred to as a ‘frequency’. This technique is used with
a single categorical variable. A frequency distribution reports the number and percentage of observations populating
each category or value. In this example you will be introduced to the technique using a subset of the 2012 General
Social Survey (GSS). At a time when public visits to museums and libraries are in decline, the example establishes
‘how frequently’ people visit these attractions. This is important for better understanding how to fund and market this
type of public service.

On this page readers will be introduced to the theory and assumptions behind frequency distributions. Consideration
is given to the technique, the type of question the technique can address, and how the researcher can use frequency
distributions to produce and report results. The extract of sample data has been cleaned, recoded and organized to
make the example easier to follow. Interested readers can find the full documentation for the dataset by following this
link: http://'www3.norc.org/Gss+website/.

Direct Prerequisites: None

Methods: Frequency distribution

() @® © @

Cite List Share Text

Methods Map -

Frequency distribution

Explore the Methods Map

Related Content +
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< ] A M = methods.sagepub.com ¢ (4] 39 ® (] +
Overview Dataset and Guides ¥ About
Instructions

Methods Map -

You can download the dataset from this tab. The dataset is available in multiple file formats, compatible with most
common software packages. You can also download the Overview, which introduces the method for revision or
teaching purposes, and the instructional guide(s) showing how to perform the technique or test using software. The

codebook provides information on the structure, contents and layout of the data file. Frequency distribution

@ O0verview

@How-to Guide for IBM(r) SPSS(r) Statistics Software (539 KB)
Explore the Methods Map

@ Codebook (107 KB)
Related Content +

Data Files

2
>
@
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)
Q
o
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5
o
@

Select from the following data formats:
[Tlesv (19 KB) [Tlsav (2 MB)
[dta (10 KB) [tab (19 KB)

[Rdata (40 KB) @xIsx (30 KB)

A

Back to To
Not sure which files to choose? Read our guide to dataset file types. P




= frequency-in-gss-2012-spss-guide.pdf (E & 1/5) =) Overview.pdf (EHE 1/5)
EHRY Q| @ th 2 |~ ) ® Q €~ Q | & th 2 |~ o ® Q

®SAGE researchmethods

datesets | @SAGE researchmethods
How-to Guide in SPSS datasets

Frequency Distribution and the General Social Survey

In this guide you will learn how to produce frequency distributions in IBM™ SPSS™ Statistics . . . .
software (SPSS). A practical example is used to illustrate this process. You will find links to an (201 2) Visits to Libraries and Museums
example dataset and you are encouraged to replicate the example. An additi o° - o o S _ B _ .

is suggested at the end of the guide. This example assumes you have alread eoe LI P e Rt O L

in SPSS. by Q| @« [ & T4id E=8 ECN | Q 8
v B dataset-gss-2012-subset3
LA 8 s L ) ek ®SAGE researchmethods
P Egﬁzzm e datasets
S S = w4
Fe |1 General Social Survey 2012 (Release 5, June 19, 2014)
E F G H I ] K

This codebook refers to a subset of the General Social Survey 2012 (Release 5, June 19, 2014).
L | This data subset was created for SAGE Research Methods Datasets. The data in the subset may
— have been modified for educational purposes. Users are STRONGLY encouraged to review the
;| full documentation for the General Social Survey 2012 (Release 5, June 19, 2014) before using it
for research. The original survey data and documentation can be found on the data producer’s
website: http://www?3.norc.org/GSS+Website/

f | NAME LABEL VALUES LEVEL
y ID respondent id nfa Nominal
B Vislib how often visited public library last year Did not visit = 0 Ordinal

Once = |

- E ] I::E: f=ir3ne =1




] fat i) methods.sagepub.com & (4] a 134 ®

@SAGE I’eseaI’C h m et h Od S Browse Research Tools Search Q Login: National Taiwan

Univ...
Advanced
Showing results for: library Filtered by Content Type X
1-20 of 91 results Results per page: 20 = Sortby: Relevance % Modify Search
Save Text
Cases: Search within results ~ Q
Want to know how researchers carry out their work? Interested in the practicalities and challenges of doing a
research project? Our collection of case studies are for you! Our cases illustrate how methods are applied in real Content Type

research projects. This collection offers hundreds of specially commissioned case studies of engaging research

projects that highlight project design and methods application, through stories of real life research. Cases D SELECT ALL

contextualize methods material through demonstrating the real life obstacles and choices researchers face when

their project moves from paper to the often messy real world of data collection. Cases are selected from a broad D Books (918) +
ooks
variety of sources across the spectrum of academic disciplines, from Business to Sociology, and Anthropology to
Political Science. Not sure where to start? Why not look at cases on ethnographic research?
Reference (16) +

Journal Articles (346)
Add to My Reading Lists | Export Citation

Datasets (185) +

0O 0 0

Participatory Action Research: Improving Professional Practices
and Local Situations

&y

Cases (645)

Mary M. Somerville

O

Video (995) +
Published: 2014
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Participatory Action Research: Improving Professional Practices and Local
Situations

CASE

By: Mary M. Somerville
Published: 2014 | Product: SAGE Research Methods Cases

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/978144627305014534165

Methods: Participatory action research, Action research

+ More information

Find in this case Q Download Case PDF ¥ [ Sections v

Abstract

Participatory Action Research employs social sciences research methods to develop actionable local knowledge. In

seeking meaningful and inclusive ways of generating knowledge together in the workplace, Participatory Action
Research practitioner-researchers combine action and reflection with theory and practice to improve local situations
and enhance professional practices. Working with and for others, co-researchers evolve learning cycles that are
practical and emergent, participatory and collaborative, emancipatory and democratic, and interpretive and local. In
this case, the cyclical ‘methods in action’ orientation of Participatory Action Research is illustrated through examples

e A NAarthy, Arnansricasamrm anardamsis lilveasar s Familitvz ramasiatiam imitiativia Derantianl advidas 1o AfFfFarard Arm nranacal Aalarsm i e s

() @® © @

Cite List Share Text

Published Articles =

Howard, Z., & Somerville, M. M.
(2014). A comparative study of two
design charrettes: Implications for
codesign and participatory action
research. Co-Design: International
Journal of CoCreation in Design and
the Arts, 10, 46-62. doi:

http://dx.-
doi.org/10.1080/15710882.2014.8818
83
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Learning Outcomes

By the end of the case study, you should understand

* How to recognize and define a research question in the workplace with the aim of improving professional
practice

* How to use a cyclical learning process to increase domain knowledge and generate professional insight

* How to create an action research study proposal that anticipates project elements and furthers learning
outcomes




Exercises and Discussion Questions

1. What are the main features of PAR?

2. How would you ensure advancement of your own learning, as well as that of other participants, and how would
these considerations potentially inform your and their actions?

3. How would you collaboratively design an overall research methodology, including a clear explanation of choices
made?

4. How would you ensure ethical data collection and management processes, including permissions clearance?

5. How would you determine what kinds of data to gather and how to gather, organize, and manage it, within a
PAR framework?

6. How do you differentiate between data and evidence? Relatedly, explain the difference between analyzing and
interpreting.

7. How do you demonstrate the validity of your knowledge claims or, stated differently, how would you generate
criteria and standards that are appropriate for PAR, and how do these differ from the criteria and standards of
judgment of traditional forms of social science research?

8. How would you communicate PAR aims and outcomes to various stakeholder groups, within the general PAR
framework of philosophy, principles, and methodologies, with the aim of ensuring real-world improvements in

local situations and professional practice?
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Topic

Key concepts in research
Philosophy of research

Research ethics

Planning research

Research design

Data collection

Data quality and data management
Qualitative data analysis
Quantitative data analysis

Writing and disseminating research

Discipline

Anthropology

Business and Management
Communication and Media Studies
Computer Science

Counseling and Psychotherapy
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Economics

Education

Engineering

Geography

Health

History

Marketing
Mathematics
Medicine
Nursing
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Reference
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Showing results for: | Frijered by Discipline x

1-20 of 396 results Results per page: 20 = Sortby: Relevance % Modify Search

History:

Historical researchers often use documentary, biographical, oral history, and archival methods, in addition to
many of the methods commonly used across the social sciences. Historical research is often concerned with
topics related to social change over time and data can take many forms, including photographs and secondary
data and documents from a range of official and academic sources. Literature reviews are an important part of
many historical research projects and interpreting various sources critically is a key skill historians develop. For
an introduction to the range of approaches to historical research, try "Historical Research” in A-Z of Social
Science Research.

Add to My Reading Lists | Export Citation
What is Oral History Interviewing?

Academic: Joanna Bornat Ph.D., Jenny Harding Ph.D.

Published: 2015 | Publisher: SAGE Publications Ltd.

Video Type: Interview | Duration: [00:08:45]

P vioeo

Professors Joanna Bornat and Jenny Harding define oral history and explain how
it can be used to learn about both the past and the present. They stress the
importance of ...

Lelarn a.bout >
using Video

Methods: Oral history interviews, Biographical interpretive method

Keywords: biographies, marginalization, memory, oral history, oral tradition,
guestion formation, Social factors, voice and visibility

© 6
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History:

Historical researchers often use documentary, biographical, oral history, and archival methods, in addition to
many of the methods commonly used across the social sciences. Historical research is often concerned with
topics related to social change over time and data can take many forms, including photographs and secondary
data and documents from a range of official and academic sources. Literature reviews are an important part of
many historical research projects and interpreting various sources critically is a key skill historians develop. For
an introduction to the range of approaches to historical research, try "Historical Research” in A-Z of Social

Science Research.
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Data collection

The process of gathering and measuring information on variables of interest, often through methods such
as interviews and surveys.
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Data collection

The process of gathering and measuring information on variables of interest, often through methods such
as interviews and surveys.

View content on Data collection (240)
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Sample size
The number of subjects or cases selected for inclusion in a sample.
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How Do | Write Academically?

PrOJeCt Found in: Writing Up
P|aﬂ ner David Byrne

Content Type: Project Planner
Published: 2017 | Publisher: SAGE Publications, Inc.

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781526408587

This stage will:

PROJECT
Cl PLANNER e Explain how to write academically

e Provide tips for writing up reports, dissertations, and theses
e Give guidance on how to write up the different sections of your research paper
Writing up your research is a crucial stage of any research project, and it's wise not to leave consideration of this step to the end. Writing as

you go along can he...

Methods: Writing research, Thesis, Research synthesis

Writing Research

Found in: Getting the Most Out of the Research Experience

Brian Roberts

Content Type: Books
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+ Show Publication Information
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This stage will:

Reviewing the @
Literature e Explain what a literature review is and why you need to do one

e Define the steps in a literature search and a literature review

Developinga O e Give you an overview of where to look for appropriate literature
Researchable Question

The literature review is an important part of every research project. This section takes you through the literature review

Research Design
ign 6 process, explaining the reasons for reviewing the literature and differentiation between the types of literature available.
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Reviewing the Literature ¥ Tools

Introduction —

+ Show Publication Information

This stage will:

e Explain what a literature review is and why you need to do one
e Define the steps in a literature search and a literature review
e Give you an overview of where to look for appropriate literature

The literature review is an important part of every research project. This section takes you through the literature review
process, explaining the reasons for reviewing the literature and differentiation between the types of literature available.

Why Do | Need to Do a Literature Review? +

What Types of Literature Should | Use in My Review? 7
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+ Show Publication Information
Download PDF ] @

Cite List Share

Why Do | Need to Do a Literature Review?

You are almost certainly not the first to investigate your topic! You need to be aware of what others have written on the general
area of your research and even on your specific issue. You will need to draw on their work to construct your own project. But
you will also need to distinguish your own work from theirs. Originality is important, and for PhDs and academic publication it is
vital.

In the natural sciences, the “literature review" is the term used to describe an agreed body of knowledge, which the researcher
will set out before building on that base in their project.

In the social sciences there are more likely to be different approaches and different accounts of the information you need for
your research. So we use the term “the problematic” to indicate the issue around which these arguments have developed and
these articles/books have been written.

In social science a literature review always includes the sense of the issues being contested, not only in terms of what we
know, but how we know it.




Checklist: What Makes a Researchable Question?

Checklist: What Makes a Researchable Question?

You've identified the general area of your research and reviewed some of the literature. Are you now able to work out a

researchable question?

Here are seven questions to ask yourself. Remember, it's possible that not all will apply to you.

Do | know enough about the area I’'m working in to formulate one or more interesting
questions which relate to current issues or debates?

Do | know which methods | am going to use in my research?

If not, see this section

Do | have the necessary competence in these methods? If not, can | acquire it in time to do
this research?

Do | have the resources | need: equipment, office space, materials, support?

Can | get access to the research field?

Do | have the time needed to comblete the work usina the methods I've identified?
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DA TA Knowing which statistical test to use to answer your question is tricky.
> 1 9 Use this simple tool to help narrow down the options!
\\\
Question 1 - What is the purpose of your analysis? @
Help

To look for differences between sets of data

To look for an association between variables

(& Start over

@ Need some help?

Read more about choosing test statistics to help you get started

SAGE Journals SAGE Knowledge SAGE Stats CQ Press Library
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DA TA Knowing WhICh. stgtlstlcal test to use to answer your quesﬁon is tricky.
> 1 9 Use this simple tool to help narrow down the options!
\\\
Suggested Test - Spearman correlation @

Help
Based on your answers the test that seems most appropriate is

Spearman correlation. Read about this method in our encyclopedia resources or try it for
yourself with SAGE Research Methods Datasets. We have the following resources with which
you can familiarise yourself with this test:

* Spearman's Rank-Order Correlation Coefficient and the Consolidated State
Performance Report (2012—2013): High School Science Proficiency and High
School Reading Proficiency

* Spearman's Rank-Order Correlation Coefficient and the World DataBank (2012):
Gross Domestic Product Per Capita and Internet Access

* Spearman’s Rank-Order Correlation Coefficient and the General Social Survey
(2012): Income and Political Influence
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