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the Malay Archipelago. By F. H. H. Guillemard, M.A., M.D.
(Cantab.). Two Volumes. London, 1886.

HE Pacific Coast of Asia is in some respects the most
T interesting in the world. From Kamtchatka to Australia
we have one long series of great island groups along the coast,
and among them multitudes of islets looking on the map as if
they had been scattered from a Titanic pepper-box. If the great
waves of the broad Pacific have had little to do with the breaking
up into fragments of the eastern border of Asia, there seems no
doubt, that it is connected with the seismic forces which we find
everywhere prevalent from Behring Sea to Java. Professor Judd
tells us, that one hundred and fifty volcanoes exist in the chain
of 1islands which stretch from Behring Straits down to the Ant-
arctic circle ; and, if we include the volcanoes in the Indian and
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,DESCROIFPTION

|By GEOBGE PsALMANAAZAAR,

Z‘h‘ Jho AN
iftorical and Geographical

FORMOS A4,

Anlfland fubjeét to the Emperor of Jaran.

Giving an Account of

The Religion, Cuftoms, Manners, &'c. of the
Inhabitants. Together with a Relation of what
happened to the Author in his Travels ; particu-
larll) his Conferences with the Jefuits, and others,
in feveral of Europe.  Alfo the Hiftory and
Reafons of his Converfionto Chriftianity, with his
Objections againft it (in defence of Paganifin)

. and their Apfwers,

To which is prefix'd,
A PREFACE in Vindication of himflf from the

Refle&tions of a Jefuit lately come from China, with
an Account of what pafled between them,

a Native of the f2id Ifland, now in London,

The fecond Edition corre@ted, wich many Targe and ufeful
Addicions, parcicularly a new Preface "clearly anfiweri
mﬁe Boﬂ?s thar has been obje@ted againf !tthudzora:ﬁ

lloftrated wich feveral Cuts. To which are added, A Map,
and the Figure of an Idol nor in the former Edirion,

London, Printed for Mat, Wotten, Abel Roper and B. Lintott,
in l”l«:ﬂmt 3 Fr. Coggan in the Im-fm)k-m:
G. Straban and W, Davis in Cornbill, 1705,
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bewilderment. ‘‘ In the present Library,” says Mr. HEAIEE i

REVIEWS
IMPOSTORS AND MONSTERS

By EDWARD SHANKS

An Historical and Geographical Description of
Formosa. By George Psalmanaazaar. The
Life and Astonishing Adventures of John
Daniel. Vols. I and II of *“ The Library of
Impostors.”” Holden. 25s. each. Limited
editions.

HE title of this new series of finely and expensively

produced books is immediately attractive, and the
excuses of the editor, Mr. N. M, Penzer, for its
existence seem almost as unnecessary as they are
naively expressed.

For some reason or other [he says] the impostor has always
attracted considerable attention. Whether this is due to genuine
admiration for a man who can bring a clever trick to a successful
issue, or whether it is caused by an exaggerated sense of the
ridiculous is hard to say.

The fact remains that most of us find a warm olace in our

Penzer, ‘‘ we are concerned only with the literary
impostor—the man who wrote of places that he had
never seen, of lands which existed only in his imagina-
tion, or of countries as yet unexplored.” This hand-
somely admits ¢ John Daniel > but does not make the
author of that entertaining book an impostor in any
ordinary sense of the word. If he is an impostor,
then so is every novelist who ever set pen to paper,
and most of all perhaps Defoe, who seems more than
once deliberately to have attempted to present his
romances as true stories.

The adventures of John Daniel are a little too
‘“ astonishing ’’ ever to have been presented in this
way. The person apparently responsible for their
publication was a Mr. Ralph Morris, whose name,
even, disappears after the first edition, and on whom
Mr. Penzer throws no light at all. But this is not a
book against which one can cast the same reproaches
as against the description of Formosa. It is a desert
island story of some merit and of the naivety which
generally adds to the charm of such tales. There are
in it distinct traces of Defoe, but Daniel was luckier
than Crusoe in having a companion when he was
thrown achare.  The atorv takes a first and moderate
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— George Psalmanaazaar from Temple Bar, a London
magazine for town and country readers
— GEORGE PSALMANAZAR from Book-lore
— GEORGE PSALMANAZAR from Penny Magazine of the
Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge

— "FORMOSA, BY A NATIVE OF THAT ISLAND.“ from Leisure
Hour

— PSALMANAAZAAR'S DESCRIPTION OF FORMOSA. From
Bookman
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