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Success of a research article

Quality of data 
and analysis 
(core)

The way it is shown 
(packaging)
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黑白電視 vs. 彩色電視

觀眾會想看哪一個？ 3



以 science storytelling 為關鍵字搜索
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有故事的人？

圖／台灣佛克斯 Taiwan Focus臉書
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Stories not only facilitate information 
processing and recollection; they 
also elicit a hormonal response 
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Science is a search for evidence, but 
science communication must be a 
search for meaning. 

One of the most effective way to do 
this is through storytelling.
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Brittney G. Borowiec 2023
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情節升溫

情節降溫

最終結局

故事高潮

轉折點
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Forero et al, 2020
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Writing introduction — 
It is all about identifying a knowledge GAP!

• Engage the audience
• Get them excited

By stating
• something is missing
• something is not clear
• something is wrong
• something more
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You can’t connect the dots looking 
forwards, you can only connect 
them looking backwards.

The only way to do great work is to 
love what you do (Jobs: I had been 
rejected, but I am still in love)

Following your heart and intuition, 
they somehow already know what 
you truly want to become 
(everything else is secondary!)
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“There is nothing more tedious to read as a scientific paper”
-Francis Crick, 1962 Nobel Prize

I am going to reveal to you, not just give
or show you

To reveal is more than just to
show; it is to uncover something “before your very eyes” in a
dramatic way
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Examples
• Unexpectedly, we revealed that…
• Surprisingly, this did not happen…
• Interestingly, the evidence was… 
• Astonishingly, we did not observe…
• The effect was remarkably elevated… 
• Importantly, we noted…
• This procedure was shown to dramatically increase the level of… 
• It will be enormously important to examine…
• Excitedly, simultaneous inhibition with… 
• This treatment caused a drastic decrease in… 
• Our results display new and exciting evidence of…
• Therefore we were very keen to ameliorate our knowledge…
• Caspase-3 is one of the key executioners of apoptosis…

Denys Wheatley 2014
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The absolute frequency of positive words increased 
from 2.0% (1974-80) to 17.5% (2014), a relative 
increase of 880% over four decades. 
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In total, 901,717 abstracts were 
analyzed and 139 adjective forms 
were identified as “hype” 

The largest increases were for the 
terms: 
-novel (1054 wpm)
-critical (555 wpm) 
-key (461 wpm)
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Make science even more sexy—
Cover Art
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Make science even more sexy—
Images/Graphical abstract
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Vaccination
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Created with Midjourney by Hui-Wen Chen
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Writing a cover letter —
Novelty, novelty, and novelty

• No need to re-invent the wheel ! 不要重新發明輪子！
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Find the right journal to submit
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或直接問ChatGPT
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https://drsaraheaton.wordpress.com/2024/01/02/how-to-get-your-academic-article-published-in-a-high-quality-journal/
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Takeaway
• 喜歡自己的研究(先洗腦)、當自己研究的最佳業務員

• Storytelling說故事：
挖個大坑（引人入勝）à帶著data跳進去（承擔責任）à描述貢獻
、前瞻未來（展現高度與格局）
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